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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 April 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) IEI Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D C!aim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Ciaim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 28 April 2005 is/are: a)£3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important 
that the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the 
abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal 
phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be 
avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in 
deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because inline 1 , "The invention 
provides" should be deleted. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 6-10 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated 
on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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a. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cataldi et al. Cataldi et al disclose a pair of portions having annular parts (fig. 1 ) 
and a pair of gripped parts connected to the annular parts, a stretchable 
connection member, wristband parts. Regarding the language "to be worn on 
foreparts of limbs", "so as to be gripped between fingers", "to be worn on both 
wrists and ", "so as to be grasped with hands", "so that a connected point of the 
connection member with each of the wristband parts can move in a 
circumferential direction", and claims 4-5 language because the recitations are 
purely functional in nature and do not recite any structure. 

b. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 
61 73361 . The reference discloses in the drawings a pair of portions having 
annular parts (fig. 1) and a pair of gripped parts connected to the annular parts, a 
stretchable connection member, wristband parts. Regarding the language "to be 
worn on foreparts of limbs", "so as to be gripped between fingers", "to be worn on 
both wrists and ", "so as to be grasped with hands", "so that a connected point of 
the connection member with each of the wristband parts can move in a 
circumferential direction", and claims 4-5 language because the recitations are 
purely functional in nature and do not recite any structure. 

c. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 
51-36324. The reference discloses a pair of portions having annular parts (fig. 
1) and a pair of gripped parts connected to the annular parts, a stretchable 
connection member, wristband parts. Regarding the language "to be worn on 
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foreparts of limbs", "so as to be gripped between fingers", "to be worn on both 
wrists and ", "so as to be grasped with hands", "so that a connected point of the 
connection member with each of the wristband parts can move in a 
circumferential direction", and claims 4-5 language because the recitations are 
purely functional in nature and do not recite any structure, 
d. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 
6-29530. The reference disclose a pair of portions having annular parts (fig. 1) 
and a pair of gripped parts connected to the annular parts, a stretchable 
connection member, wristband parts. Regarding the language "to be worn on 

foreparts of limbs", "so as to be gripped between fingers", "to be worn on both 

* 

wrists and ", "so as to be grasped with hands", "so that a connected point of the 
connection member with each of the wristband parts can move in a 
circumferential direction", and claims 4-5 language because the recitations are 
purely functional in nature and do not recite any structure. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to L Amerson whose telephone number is (571) 272-4971. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri from 9-6 p.m. Interviews Tue. and 

Thur.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Lori Amerson 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
dam ages caused by the use of this translation. 



1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2. **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DRAWINGS 



[Drawing 11 
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CLAIMS 



[Utility model registration claim] 

[Claim 1] the flexible line which wraps, wraps around a supporter and is carried out — the body and 
said line ~ the upper extremity functional recovery training implement which enabled it to give the 
dimension which forbids passage of a hand while it had the band for fixing a trainer's wrist attached 
in each bodily edge and said bands surrounded a trainees wrist. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed explanation of a design] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] 

This design is related with the upper extremity functional recovery training implement suitable for 
the sick person whose bedridden life was long, the handicapped, or an old man using it especially 
about an upper extremity functional recovery training implement. 
[0002] 

[Application of relation] 

This designer has proposed "the bed equipment and the attachment for rehabilitation" which were 
improved in Japanese Patent Application No. No. 51738 [ three to ] of the presentation on March 15, 
Heisei 3. The upper extremity functional recovery training implement interesting for this design is 
shown in drawing 23 of this application. This upper extremity functional recovery training 
implement is equipped with the rope wrapped and used as the block located above the trainer in the 
posture which went to sleep, for example, and the grip member attached in each edge of a rope. 
[0003] 

Therefore, while changing into the condition of having wrapped and used the rope as the block, and 
a trainer grasps a grip member by the hand on either side, respectively, training of an upper 
extremity, i.e., an arm, can be performed by moving a hand on either side by turns. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Device] 

However, the sick person with a bedridden long life etc. may have lost even the function which was 
mentioned above and which grasps and grasps a member by the hand certainly. Therefore, even if it 
is going to perform functional recovery training of an upper extremity, it may not even be able to 
perform using such an upper extremity functional recovery training implement. 
[0005] 

So, the purpose of this design is offering the upper extremity functional recovery training implement 
which can be used by the sick person by whom the function of the grip of a hand was lost. 
[0006] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] 

the flexible line which wraps, wraps around a supporter and is carried out in order that the upper- 
extremity functional recovery training implement concerning this design may solve the technical 
technical problem mentioned above — the body and this line — while it has the band for fixing a 
trainer's wrist attached in each bodily edge and these bands surround a trainer's wrist, it is carrying 
out [ having enabled it to give the dimension which forbids passage of a hand, and ] as the 
description. 
[0007] 
[Function] 

if it hits using the upper extremity functional recovery training implement concerning this design - 
first — a line — the body is like a block — while wrapping, wrapping around a supporter and being 
carried out, a trainer's wrist is fixed with a band. Since a band gives the dimension which forbids 
passage of a hand, surrounding a trainer's wrist, even if the function of the grip a trainer's hand is 
declined or lost, it can fix a trainer's upper extremity in a wrist. 
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[0008] 

[Effect of the Device] 

Therefore, according to this design, the trainer by whom the function of the grip of a hand was 
declined or lost can also perform training for recovering the function of an upper extremity. 
[0009] 
[Example] 

Drawing 1 is the perspective view showing the condition that the trainer 2 is performing functional 
recovery training of an upper extremity using the upper extremity functional recovery training 
implement 1 by one example of this design. 
[0010] 

As shown in drawing 1 , it wraps above the trainer 2 in the posture which went to sleep, and the 
block 3 as an example of a supporter is located in it. As for a block 3, it is desirable to be attached on 
the bar 4 made movable in the vertical direction. 
[0011] 

the line of flexibility [ block / 3 ] — the rope 5 as a bodily example wraps and is carried out. The 
band 7 for fixing a trainer's 2 wrist 6 is attached in each edge of a rope 5. 

This band 7 is expanded and it is shown in drawing 2 . Moreover, drawing 3 is the development view 

of a band 7. 

[0012] 

The band 7 forms the attaching hole 8 in the both ends. These attaching holes 8 let each edge of the 
rope 5 mentioned above pass, and each edge of a rope 5 is connected here. In order to hide this node, 
covering 9 is arranged as shown in drawing 1 . 
[0013] 

A cushioning material 10 is stuck on the inside of a band 7, and it enables it to give a flexible feel to 

it to a wrist 6. 

[0014] 

Moreover, the velvet fastener 1 1 is attached in the inside of a band 7. When it has been arranged by 
the operation of this velvet fastener 1 1 so that bands 7 may surround a wrist 6 as shown in drawing 
2 , a dimension to which passage of a hand 12 is forbidden is given with a band 7. Therefore, a wrist 
6 is fixed with a band 7, without grasping a hand 12. 
[0015] 

In addition, it may replace with the velvet fastener 1 1 mentioned above, and other engagement 

means, for example, a hook, a carbon button, a string, etc. may be used. 

[0016] 

Thus, as shown in drawing 1 , a trainer 2 can perform functional recovery training of an upper 

extremity by making one's hand 12 go up and down alternately with right and left. 

[0017] 

Moreover, if the bar 4 with which a block 3 is attached is made movable in the vertical direction as 
mentioned above, it can raise or take down a trainer's 2 hand 12 also by moving this in the vertical 
direction. Therefore, even if it is the case where the function of a trainer's 2 upper extremity is falling 
sharply, training to which an upper extremity is moved with this upper extremity functional recovery 
training implement 1 can be performed. 
[0018] 

Moreover, this upper extremity functional recovery training implement 1 can be used also in the 

posture the trainer 2 stood, or the posture which sat down. 

[0019] 

in addition — without it uses a block 3 — a rope 5, i.e., a flexible line, — friction contact is carried out 
at the body — it wraps and a supporter may be used instead. 



[Translation done.] 
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